
,' JUST GOSSIP "ABOUT PEOPLE

Junior Cotillon Takes Place Tonight First Per
formance o An Evening in RococoV by the

Junior League Other Doings in Society

F'ROM today on until the bal mnsquo thcro will certainly 1.3 sometlilnR ilolnc In
the realms of society, or I.mlss my kuoss. TonlRlit thrro will be Urn Junior

league performance of "An Evenlnc In Ilococo" In thn liallroom or the ncllcvuc-Btratford- ,

and upstairs in the nose Gardens the final Junior cotillon of the ncitHpn

w be held. And thero tiro to bo quite a few dinners before this event. Tomorrow
night will we tho second performance of the Junior Konmio and the FortnlKlitly
cotillon. Friday night will be crowded to the full with dinners and dinners nnd
then some moro dinners before the Assembly; nnd, too, there will be tho vy ball
and the pageant out m w.e .cu

Altogether. Saturday,
polltan.... ...,Mlnf nnd Mrs. Scott S
vrim i nvu.. -- -

Supper Club, will seo some pretty
ieadtlred people on Sunday, n

"bull" you will admit, but n true
And can you realize that one

WM'c from today Lent will be

upon us.

mHB HENRY MILLBIt WATTS

wlli entertain tonlKht at tho

theatre and supper later nt tho

BltiCarlton for their niece, Emily

pepper Harris, who Is making up

for lost time in the matter of

going about, now that she has re-

covered from her Illness (which tj

made It Impossible to keep en- - .

rsgements until nfter Christmas),

and so now the entertaining 1 R

earning thick and fast beforo Lent, f
The guests tonight will bo Taullne
Denckla, Suzanne Elliot, Patty ,,MA '

Borle, Dorothy Newbold, Luetic
Carter, riilllp Brlce. Grler Ilartol,
Tom Kinlettor, Wynant Johnson, iss
Norman Brock, John Shobcr nnd Mrs.
Allen Butler. Lanccy

part
will

LIZABETH BRIXTON will bo
E onniher debutnnto who will bo

tntertalned nt n theatro party tonlBht

and whoso guests will afterward go to

the Junior Cotillon. Of course, the World

and hla wife will be at the "Evening In

Rococo.-
- and to tell you the truth

I for one, will be very disappointed if

It Is not a howling success, because I

have seldom enjoyed nn amateur per-

formance as much as the Junior League1

taat year, and they tell me this promises

to be Just as artistic and effective.

will bo another crowded.
TOMORROW tn iUn milslr.'il- -nuemuuu -
minded among us. Two cntertnlnmeitts

.. . -- UA.Mn.n'a niirli.nfP(iPfl
are "on tor our uiui"w --- -

tndowment fund ono the romantic
young fiddler, Mlscha Elman, in recital at

the Academy, and tho other ono of those

very nice Informal "Musical Talks" at
Wltherspoon Hall, for which Mrs. Slid-to-

Mrs. Dixon, Mrs. rrlchard, Mrs.

"Rod" Grlscom and a group of fashion-- '
able women aro working so tiard.

Camllle Zeckwcr, tho popular son of a
musical father, composer of orchestral

musical director oftone poems, pianist,
our beloved Savoy Opera Company, Is to

talk on "Descriptive Music," illustrating
his themo not only with some charming
piano numbers, but with "Stories of

Famous Composers." Doesn't that sound
delectable for a musical-minde- young

woman?
The program will be brilliantly entert-

aining as well as soundly educational.
Every orchestra patron will hear piano
concertos more understanding after
Tlearlng Mr. Zeckwcr.

NANCY WYNNE.

Personals
Mrs. John King Van Rensselaer, of 124

East Ninety-fift- h street, New York, will In-

troduce her debutante granddaughter, Miss
Sylvia Van Rensselaer, to her Philadelphia
friends tomorrow ftcrnoon at 'a tea which
ghe, will give at the Aldlno Hotel, on Chest-
nut Rtreet between Nineteenth and Twn-tlet- h

streets. Mrs. Terslfor Krazer and .Mrs.

James Mifflin will assist In receiving. No
card; have been sent out.

' Mr. and Mrs. William Lyttleton Savage
cave a luncheon today at their home, 1211
Spruce Street.

Among those women who havo given their
names as patronesses for the annual Ivy
Ball at the University of Pennsylvania,
which will take place tomorrow night in
Welghtman Hall, are: Mrs. W. W. Atter-bur-

Mrs. Henlamln C. Allen.' Mrs. W. W.
Arnett, Mrs. Henry "" Adams, Mrs. Charles
J. Bell, Mrs. Norrls H. Harratt. Mrs. It.
H. B. Bowie, Mrs. Orvltle Uullltt, Mrs, Cole-
man P. Brown, Mrs. Fe,yee Urlnton, Mrs.
George Brooke, Mrs. Hurry Ulynn, Mrs.
Harrison K. Caner. Jr., Mra J. Gardner
Caesatt, Mrs. Radcllffa Cheston, Jr.. Mrs.
Jay Cooke, 3d., Mrs. George C. Carter,
Mrs. C. Howard Colket, Mrs. Harrison K.
Caner, Mrs. William T. Carter. Mrs. Henry
E. Coxe, Mrs. David S. U. Chew, Mrs. Wal-
ter Chrystle, Mrs. Henry T. Dixon, Mrs.
Edwin S. Dixon, Mrs. Jacob Disston, Jr..
Mrs. John B. Deaver. Mrs. Thomas Dolan,
Mrs. William H. Donner, Mrs. William J.
Elliott, Mrs. William S. Ellis. Mrs. George
H. Earle. Mrs. William C. Freeman, Mrs.
deorge H. Frazler, Mrs. Walter J, Freeman,
Mrs. Lincoln Ferguson, Mrs. James F.
Fahnestock. Mrs. William W. Fltler, Mrs.
Btanley G. Flagg, Jr., Mrs. Joseph Gazzam,
Mrs. Robert E. Glendlnnlng, Mrs. DeForrest
Grant, Mrs. Francis I. Gowen. Mrs. John
Gribbel, Mrs. Robert W. Gamble, Mrs. Rob-
ert E. Griffith, Mrs. Samuel F. Houston.
Mrs. Barton C. Hirst, Mrs. Daniel Hutchin-
son, Mrs. William B. Hart. Mrs. S.
Pembtrton Hutchinson, Mrs. J. Andrews
Harris, Jr., Mrs. Samuel M. Hamlll. Mrs.
Maurice Heckscher, Mrs. Charles E. Inger-ol- l,

Mrs. Charles Y, Fox, Mrs. Ellis Jack-
son, Mrs. Morris Jastrow, Jr.. Mrs. Henry
t. Jeanes, Mrs. Albert K Kennedy, Mrs.
Davidson Kennedy, Mrs. Strickland Kneass,
Mrs. Wilbur P. Klapp. Mrs. Charles M. Lea,
Mra Henry Lovett, Mrs, Joseph Leldy, Mrs.
Joseph S. Loverlnc, Mrs. Walter M. LaRue,
Mrs. Richard Wain Melrs, Mrs. G. K. Mohr,
Mrs, George S. Munson, Mrs. Henry r. lie-Kea- n,

Mrs. Joseph B. McCall, Mrs. James
C. Newlln, "Mrs. J. Rutherford McAllister,
Mrs. J. Vaughan Merrick. Mrs. C. Emory
McMlchael, Mrs. Lewis Nellson. Mrs. Ar- -

. thur E. Newbold, Mrs. George It. Packard.
Mra Earle B. Putnam, Mrs. Edward C.
Pe. Mrs. W. Howard Pancoast, Mrs. Jos-
eph M. Patterson, Jr., Mrs. George W. Pep-
per. Mrs. Theodora It. Ttenth. Mrfi. ftMatnvtlft

K. Kemak. Mrs. Benjamin Rush, Mrs.
"mam K. Scull, Mrs. J. Alison Scott,
Mra Samuel L. Shober, Mrs. Joseph B,
Townsend, Mrs. Holllnshead N. Taylor, Mrs.
fydney Thayer, Mrs. William II. Trotter,
Mra Russell Thayer, Mrs. Henry C, Thomp-o- n,

Mrs. Marmaduke Tllden, Mrs. Wal-
ter S. Thompson, Mrs. William T. Wright,
Mrs. W. n wtt,-- u iraunn n

Wi rrlht' Mr8, Joceph Wlden'er, Mrs. Bar--- nwnunon, Mrs. A. c. wessman, Mrs.

!?.f XrlBhtl Mr- - Charles S. WurtB, Mrs. Charles
if ton and Mr0, C" " IIeckB:ner Weth- -

Mra. .Tnlin w rAH...... .- -j iiti rl.H
f ?. Converse, of Chetwynd, Rosemont,

-- vtiming- a weeK at Lakewood. t
t ',' na, Mrs- - Edward Burton Roblnette,
I !? Norwod Cottage, Chestnut Hill, will
fSIMJ Ilnner 'or ten guest. tonight before

r. 'tuna 01 me junior cotillion.
it'Mra. Leonard wu Brlnton, of Wllmlng- -

W IMndJnf'aoaa time aa the,gurtbt
&" ' .
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.MISS SYLVIA BARNES

?a,rnea, is the dntiRhicr of Mr. nnd
John Hampton Barnes, of 1817 I)c

street. She will take a prominent
111 "An LvcniiiR in Rococo," which
bo Riven nt the Ucllcvue-Strntfo-

tnis evening.

her parents. Mr. nnd Mrs. Thomas E.Brown, nt their home on Greenwood aenue.yncote
Mrs. Urlnton will entertain nt luncheon

rollowed by bridge on Saturday nt 1 o'clockat (.recnacres, Wyncotc. Twenty guests
will be present.

Mrs James V. . of Old Yorkroad, has returned from Washington. D. C.where she has been spending Foire time.

Mrs. Joseph N Pew, Jr., will bo at homo
Mils afternoon nt tho House In the Woods,
Hryn Mawr. from 4 until fi o'clock. No
cards have been sent out. Mrs. Pew will
be remembered ns Miss Alberta C. Ilensel.

Miss Marguerite Burton and Miss Eleanor
Wonder, of West Coulter street, Queen
Lane Manor, will entertain at luncheon

at the Germnntown Cricket Club.
In honor of three of this year's debutantes
Miss Emlyn Shipley. Miss Nancy llovt,
Smyth and Miss Margaret La Rue.

Among the guests will be Miss Elizabeth
Van Dusen, Miss Grace Brewster, Miss
Ellznbeth Brewster. Miss Mary Bonner
Daniel, Miss Hazel Coffln, Mtss Edith
Klngsley. Mlsi Eleanor Edmonds, Miss
Mary Primrose Reeves. Miss Judith Jen-
nings, and Miss Margaretta Foltz. Spring
flowers will bo used na decorations.

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Tracy Grlswold, of
Radnor, nre staying at the

Lakewood.

Colonel ar.d Mrs. William Henry Saycn,
of Waldhelm, St. Davids, nro spending a
month at Virginia Hot Springs.

Mr. and Mrs. Morris L. Clothier nnd their
daughter nro staying M tho Brighton, At-
lantic City.

Mrs. Frederick .lost, of 1501, Pino street,
will bo at homo tomorrow afternoon after
4 o'clock. Tho Countess de Trampe will
presldo nt tho tea table. No cards have
been sent out.

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall II. Smith, of
Wayne, left yesterday for Palm Beach,
where they will stay until March.

Mr. II. K. Mulford nnd Dr. Marshal It.
Ward, of Wayne, aro stopping at the
Bellevlew, Bellealr Heights, Fla.

Mrs. L. D. Erbcn nnd Miss Rebecca
of St. Davhjs, accompanied by Mr. and

Mrs. L. P. Erben, Jr., left this week for
Sarasota, K,n.

Miss Ruth Jackson, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Newton Jackson, of Tenth street.
Oak Lane, left yesterday for Pinehurst,
S. C.

Dr. O. L. S. Jameson, of St. Davids, Is
enjoying the golf at Pinehurst, S. C.

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Wolf, of Elklno
Park, have left for Kummervllle, S,

Weddings
STELLWAGEN COANE

The marriage of Miss Elizabeth Char-
lotte Conne, daughter nf Mr. Robert Coane.
of the RIttenhouse. and Dr. Thomas C.
Stellwagen, Jr., son of Dr. Thomas l Stell-wage-

was solemnized today nt noon In
Old St. Peter "sC'hurch. The bride was
given In marriage by her father. Mrs.
Ernest Yarnall. a sister of Doctor Stell-
wagen, was matron of honor, and Dr. Willis
F. Manges was best man. The ushers
Included Dr. Charles If. Scoff. Mr. Bromley
Wharton. Xlr. Peter Penn-Gaske- ll Hall. Mr.
Coleman Peace Brown, Mr. Janvs Spear Jr.,
and Dr. Martin E. Rehfuss. The bride wore
a gown of white satin and rare lace and
her veil was held In place with orange blos-
soms. A small reception followed the cere-
mony for the families and Intimate friends
at the RIttenhouse.

RUl'P WOOD

A wedding of much Interest In National
Guard circles will take place at 7 o'clock
this ovenlnc. when Miss Agnes Wood,
daughter of Colonel John P. Wood, First
Regiment. Pennsylvania Cavalry, and Mrs
Wood, of Wayne, will become the bride of
Mr. David Hupp. 3d. of Philadelphia, nlso a.

member of the First Regiment, Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry, who has Just returned from
duty on tho Mex'can border.

The Rev. Charles Wadsworth, D. D.. will
perform the ceremony, which will take
place at the home of the bride, 234 Walnut
avenue Wayne. Only members of the two
families nnd most Intimate friends will be

'"The bride, who will be given In marriage
by her father, will wear a dainty gown of
white taffeta silk and a white tulle veil.
She will carry a shower bouquet of whlto
roses and lilies of the valley.

Thero will be two bridesmaids, Miss Ruth
Gavler and Miss Elsie Funkhouse, of Bos-

ton They will wear .frocks of pale yellow
satin and carry urm- bouquets of yellow
snapdragons, cream roses and maidenhair

'""his Phyllis Wood de Wolf will act ns
flower g'rl. She will wear a white lingerie
frock and carry an bouquet
of marguerites, tea roses nnd ferns.

Mr. Rupp will be attended by his brother,
Mr. Michael Rupp. as best man.

The house will be filled with roses, snap-

dragons and southern smllax.
A email reception will fot ow the cere-mon- y.

After a short wedding trip. Mr

and Mrs. Rupp will bo at home nt 215
Bloomlngdale avenue, Wayne, ra.

RODGERS-HEXAME-

Th wedding 01 jiihw " '
...-- ,. daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. E.

19JR Wallace street, and Mr.
I "?"'..... T,-- .,d will lnk nlaca to.

Wiauer iyiuvv oun- - -

-- "P
night at 7:30 o'clock tn t Matthias's
Church, Nineteenth And Wallace streets.
The Hcv. Leslie Ooslln wilt perforin the
ceremony. Tlie bride, who will be given In
marriage by her father, will wenr a gown of
white satin, embroidered In pearls and made
with n court train, Her tullo veil will be
'iURht with ornnite blossoms nnd she will
entry orchids nnd ll.ls of tho valley.

Mrs. Louis Schwartz, the matron of honor,
will b gowned In ttirnuolne blue velvet,
With a lint nf diver rlnth she will carry a
bouquet of pink sweet peas. Miss Minnie
Hexniner will nllcnd her sister ns maid of
honor, and will wear slher nnd blue mctnl
cloth, with a hat the same shade, Her
bouquet will rntimat of maidenhair fern,
The bridesmaids. Mis', t.cona Zurn, Miss
Helen ItleRor. Miss I'.enlna l'ullen, Mrs. A,
Nelson Cliirke. Mrs Edward Dill and Mrs
Arthur linker will be gowned In frocks of
turquoise blue tulle over silver cloth. Their
hat of brown tulle will be nn effective note,
nnd they will nrry straw hats filled with
Ward lose.

Mr. ttndgrrs will bnve Mr. John Rodger
n bct man. and the ushers will Include
Mr. f'lnrenre llemiott. Mr. Stewnrt Stemler.
Mr. rnrls Hung. Mr. .lames Homier, Mr
Tlinmns Miller. Mr Harry Mitchell. A
reception will follow nt the Ulttenhniiss for
ISO guests. Mr. Itndgers and his lirlilo will
be nt home after Muv 1, at 4022 North
Tenth street. ,

Farmer Smith's
Column
tiu: noAL

My Menr Children When I was a boy 1

used to wander along the country roads,
and every now nnd then I would see some
spot on 11 distant hill and say to myself:
"Ah' There I? a spot how nice
It must be there and what n lew'."

I would proceed to rllmb the hilt nnd
when reached the spot I found It was all
covered with stones which hurt, my bare
feet, ho could not reach the center of the
ground nnd so forgot all about the scenery.

What Is VOl'IS GOAL?
No. you mod not tell me. for I hope you

will keep It a secret. Thero Is a saying,
very old. too. Hint when you TI2LI. YOl'R
PLAN, the ety fact you luive told It causes
a barrier to rise between you and the thing
you desire.

Remember that.
My dear children, do not lose s'ght of

tho londsldn as you match on towaril your
goal. If your goal Is fame, do not oveilook
those who are marching o with
you In the army of llf... If your goal be
money, do not overlook the need of thoso
with whom you are rubbing elbos.

Fame Is .onrs. If you work for It.
Money Is yours. If you work for It.
Hut you may wnko up some day to find

that fatno Is ALL you have. You may
old and find that ALL you hao is

money no friends, or home.
Tho roadside Is very beautiful. The

flowers bloom there audit will rest you to
sit a while on a bank of moss and watch
tho llttlo blades of grass nod and bow to
ono another you may seo them talk tu
each other if you watch them long enough.
Keep your eye on your goal. If you will,
but may It not be said when the White
Angel calls for you that "HE WORKED
HIMSELF TO DEATH'"
. This Is tho loving wish of

Your Editor.
FARMER SMITH.

HILLY BUMI'US HELPER

By .Farmer Smith
Tap-a-tap- !

When Billy Bumpus returned from build-In- g

tho rink, or, rather, getting himself
disliked by nlways getting In the way, his
wife was waiting for him with an amused
look.

"Did you want to seo me?" he asked
cheerily, stopping however, to look In the
direction of the noise.

Hilly Mdge'ted In his chair, for he did
not know what tho nolso was. Ho baled
noises tliey always made him think some
ono was after him. Ho bad been In so
much mischief that be never knew when
sonio 0110 would be trying to get even with
him.

"I guess I'll sing a little song nothing
llko singing to keep up one's courage."
He began:

"Ding, dong, bell !

Pussy isn't well.
What made her sick?

Tiny candy stick."

j"It seems to mo you are trying to drown
out that nolso by making another noise,"
ventured Mrs. Rumpus.

"Well. I guess 1 will seo what that noise
is." said Hilly, as he peeked out the door.
They nro llxing (he telephone, that's all."

Hilly felt much telieved.
Ho started off down the road In the di-

rection of the rink without letting his wife
know where lie was going. After skipping
down the road as happy as he could be, he
came to where the nuiiuing was going on.

"Ah, hero's Hilly V exclaimed ono of
the painters, "llo Is our great helper. I
say. Billy, carry this bucket of paint up
to tho top of the roof and give It to Bill
E. Goat."

"I surely will." replied Billy, proudly.
Billy was only too glad to be of service.

lie would show' them that they could not
build a skating rink without him.

"Look out! Don't you slip," yelled one
of the painters.

Just at that moment Billy's foot slipped
nnd down, down, nown! came the bucket
of paint nnd it landed right on Miss Ann
Gora Goat's back.

High up on tho ladder stood Billy, who
took one good look and then scampered up
to tho top of the porch as fast as he
could go.

"Oh!" shrieked Miss Goat. "My new coat
Is ruined. What shall I do? What shall
1 do?" Hut Billy was too far away by that
tlmo to hear what she said. He sat down
on tho roof out of tho way, for he wanted
to think.

Finally he said to himself, "If you don't
learn by precept, you havo to learn by
experience,"

Then he crawled under tho rafters and
went to sleep.
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THE IVORY CHILD
By H. RIDER HAGGARD

Author at "Marie." "Ktna Solomon's Mints "

ll.WTllK V (Continued)
..-- TOW. Baas, did yon not hear tnai man 10

IN a nightshirt with his head shaved say

that those goats were good for One who
dwelt In the mountain?"

"I did What of It, Hans""
"Who would be tho Ono who dwelt In the

mountain except the rather of Snakes In

the cave. Haas? Ah! now ror mo nrsi u.n
vou seo the stone that lay nf your feet all
tho while. And, Baas, did not tho bald man
add that this Ono in the mountain was only

fed at new nnd full moon, and is not to-

morrow tho day of the new moon, and,
therefore, would he not be very hungry on

the day before new moon that is, last
night?" .

"No doubt, Hans: but bow can you kill
a snake by feeding It?"

Oh! Bass, you may eat things that
make vou III, and 50 can a snake. Now you

will guess tho rest, so I had better go to

wash the dishes."
"Whether I guess or do not guoss, I re-

plied sagely, the latter being the right
"the dishes can wait, Hans, since

the Lord thero has not guessed; so con- -

"Very well. Baas. In one of those boxes

aro some pounds of stuff which, when

mixed with water, Is used for preserving
skins and skulls."

"You mean the arsenic crystals. I saia
with a flash of Inspiration.

"I don't know what you call them, Bass.

At first I thought they were hard sugar
and stole some once, when the real sugar
was left behind, to put Into the coffee

without telling the Haas, because t was my

fault that the sugar was left behind.

"Great heavens'" I ejaculated, 'then why

aren't wo all dead?"
"Because at the last moment, Baas, 1

thought I would make suro, so I put somo

of tho hard sugar into hot mills and, when

It had melted. 1 gave It to that yellow dog

which once bit mo In tho leg, the one that
came from Beza-Tow- Hass. that I to I

vou had run away. He was a very greed

dog, Bass, and dtank up tho milk nt once.

Then ho gave a howl, twisted about, foamed

at tho mouth and died an.l 1 burled him at
once. After that I threw some more of ho

mealies to thelargo sugar mixed with
fowls that we brought with us for cooking.

Two cocks and a hen swalioweci 111.1 !
Presently they fell onmistake for corn.

their backs, kicked a little and died.

"Somo of the Mazltu. who wero great
thieves, stolo those dead fowls, Baas. After
this, Bass. I thought It best not to use

that sugar In the coffee, nnd later on Hen a

told me that It was deadly poison. "Wei.
Baas, it came Into my mind that If I could

make that great snake swallow enough or

this poison, be, too, might die.

"s?o 1 stolo your keys, ns I often do,

Baas, when I want nnythlng. because you

leave them lying about everywhere, ami
. j.nAi..c .,, flrst onened one or the
boxes that nre full of square face and
brandy and left, It open, for I wished you

to think that I bad just gone to get drunk
like anvbody else. Then I opened another
box nnd got out two d tins of the
:,,.,,. wiiieh klils cods and fowls. Halt
n nound of it 1 melted in boiling water
nn,i some real "jucar to mnko the stuff

.. ,., nn,i nut It Into a bottle. Tho rest
I tied with string Into twelve llttlo packets
In tho soft paper which Is In one of the
boxes, and put them In my pocket. Then
1 went up the hill, Baas, to the place where
I saw those goats are kraaled at night be-

hind a reed fence. As 1 had hoped, no one
was watching them because there are no
tigers so near thra town, and man does
not steal the goats that aro sacred. I went
Into tho kraal and found a fat young ewe
which bad a kid. I dragged It o,ut and,
taking It behind some stone. I made Its
legs fast with a bit of cord and poured
this stuff out of the bottle all over Its
skin, rubbing It In well. Then I tied the
twelve packets of hard poison sugar every-

where about Its body, making (hem very
fa-.- deep In the long hair so that they could
not tumble or rub off.

"After this I untied the goat, led It near
to the mouth of the cave and held It thero
for a tlmo while It kept on bleating for
Its kid. Next I took It almost up to the
cave, wondering how I should drive It In,
for I did not wish to enter thero myself,
Baas, As it happened 1 need not have
troubled about that. When tho goat was
within five yards of thn cave It stopped
bleating, stood still and shivered. Then
It began to go forward with little Jumps,
as though It did not want to go, yet must
do so. Also, Baas, I felt as though 1

wished to go with It. So 1 lay down and
put my heels against a rock, letting go of
the goat.

"For now, Bans, I did not care where
that goat went so long as I could keep out
of the hole where dwelt the Father of
Serpents that had eaten Bena. But It was
all right. Baas; the goat knew what It

had to do and did It, Jumping straight
Into tho cave. As it entered it turned Its
head nnd looked at me. I could See its
eyes In the starlight, nnd, Baas, thoy were
dreadful. I think It knew what was com-In- g

nnd did not like It at all. And yet It

had to walk on because It could not help it.
JUBt llko a man going to the devil, Baas!

"Holding on to the stone, I peeped after
It, for I had heard something stirring lii
tlie cave making a soft noise like a white
lady's, dress upon the floor. There In tho
blackness I snw two little sparks of fire,
which were the eyes of the serpent. Baas.
Then I heard a sound of hissing like four
big kettles boiling all at once, and a little
blesit from the goat, After this there was
a noise as of men wrestling, followed by
another noise as of bones breaking, and,
lastly, yet another sucking noise as of a
pump that won't draw up the water. Then
everything grew nice and o.ulet and I went
Borne way off. sat down a little to one Bide
of the cave and waited to see if anything
happened.

"It must have been nearly an hour later
that something did begin to happen, Baas.
It was as though sacks filled with chaff
were being beaten against atone walls
there in the cave. Ahl I thought to my.
self, your stomach is beginning to ache.

a. and, as that goat had
little horns on its head to which I tied
two bags or tne poison. ua-a- no, nice all

H

t'opjflght I,lf 1'uMMhlnj

She." rlr.
.this was after the poison-suga- r had begun

10 men mceiy in the serpents stomach.Baas there was a noise ns though a
whole company of girls were dancing a
wnr dance In the cave to tho music of
hisses.

"And then, oh then. Baas, of a sudden
that Father of Serpents came out. I tellyou. Baas, that when I saw him In thebright stat light my hair stood up upon
my head, for never has there been such
another snake In the whole world. Thoso
that live In trees nnd eat bucks In Zulu-lan-

of whose skins white men make waist-
coats nnd slippers, are but babies com-pare- d

to this one. He came out, yard
after yard of him He wriggled about,
he stood upon his tall with his head where
the top of a tree might be, be made him-
self Into 0 ring, he bit nt stones and athis own stomach, while I hid behind my
rock praying to your reverend father thnt
ho might not see me. Then at last ho
rushed awny down tho hill, faster than any
horse could gallop.

"Now 1 hoped that ho had gone for good
nnd thought of going myself. Stilt I feared
to do so lest I should meet him somewhere,
so I made up my mind to wait till day.
light. It was as well. Haas, for about half
nn hour later ho came back again. Only
now ho could not Jump; be could only
crawl. Never In my life did I see a snake
look so sick, Baas. Into tho cave ho went
and lay there hissing. By degrees the
hisses grew lery faint, till at length they
died away altogether. I waited another
half hour. Baas, and then I grew so curious
that I thought I would go look In the cave.

"t lit the little lantern I had with me
and. holding It In ono hand nnd my stick
In tho other, I crept Into the hole. Be-
fore 1 had crawled ten paces I saw some-
thing while stretched along the ground. Itwas the belly of the great snake. Baas,
which lay upon Its back, quite dead.

"I know that it was dead, for I lit
threo wax matches, setting them to burn
upon Its tnll. and It never stirred, as any
live snake will do when It feels Are. Then
I came home, Baas, feeling very proud be.
causo I had outwitted that

of all snakes, who killed Bena, my
friend, and had made tho way clear forus to walk through the cave.

"That Is all the story. Baas. Now I
must go to wash those dishes." nnd. with.
out waiting for nny compliment, oft he
went, leaving us marveling at his wit, re-
source nnd courage.

"What next?" 1 asked presently.
"Nothing till tonight." answered Ragnall

with determination, "when I am going to
look at the snake which the noble Hans
has killed and whatever lies beyond tho
cave, ns you will remember Harut Invited
us to do unmolested. If we could."

"Do you think Harut will keep his word,
Ragnall?"

"On the whole, yes, and If he doesn't I
don't care. Anything Is better than sitting
here in this suspense."

"I agree as to Harut because we are too
valuable to be killed Just now, if for no
other reason j alio as to the suspense, which
Is unendurable. Therefore I will walk withyou to look at that snake, Ragnall, and
so. no doubt, wilt Hans. The exercise will
do my leg good."

"Do you think It wise?" ho asked doubt-
fully; "In your case I mean?"

"I think It most unwise that we should
separate any more. We had better stand or
fall all together; further, wo do not seem
to have any luck apart."

CHAPTER XVI
The Sanctuary and the Oath

evening shortly nfter sundown theTHAT of us started boldly from our house
wearing over our clothes the Kendah dresses
which Ragnall had bought and carrying
nothing save sticks In our hands, some food
and the lantern In our pockets. On the out-
skirts of the town Ave were met by certain
Kendah, one of whom I knew, for I had
often ridden by his side on our march across
the desert.

"Have any of you arms upon you, Lord
Macumazana?" he asked, looking curiously
at us and our white robes,

"None," I answered. "Search us If you
will."

"Your word Is sufficient," he replied with
the grave courtesy of his people. "If you
are unarmed we have orders to let you go
where you wish, however you may be
dressed. Yet, Lord." be whispered to me.
"I pray you do not enter the cave, since
Ono lives there who strikes and does not
miss, One whoso kiss Is death, I pray It
for your own sakes, also for ours who need
you."

"We shall not wake him who sleeps In
the cave," I answered enigmatically, as we
departed rejoicing, for now we had learned
that the Kendah did not yet know of the
death of the serpeat.

An hour's walk up the hill, guided by
Hans, brought us to the mouth of the
tunnel.

To tell the truth, I could have wished It
had been longer, for ns we drew near nil
sorts of doubts assailed me. What If Hans
really had been drinking and Invented this
story to account for his absence? What If
the snake had recovered from a merely
temporary Indisposition? What it it had
a wife and family living In that cave, every
one of them thirsting for vengeance?

Well, It was too late to hesitate now, but
secretly I hoped that one of the others
would prefer to lead the way. We reached
the place and listened. It was silent as a
tomb. Then that brave fellow Hans lit the
lantern and said:

"Do you stop here, Haases, while I go to
look. If you hear anything happen to me,
you wlU have tlmo to run away," words that
made me feel somewhat ashamed of myself.

However, knowing that he was quick as
a weasel and silent as a cat. we let him go.
A minute or two later suddenly he reap-pear-

out of the darkness, for he had
turned the metal shield over the bull's eye
of -- the lantern, and even In that light I
could see that he was grinning.

"It Is all right, Baas," he said. "The
Father of Serpents has really gone to that
land whither he sent Bena, where, no doubt.
i la now roasting In the fires of hell, nnn
I don't see any others. Come and look at'
him."

So in we went ana mere, true enough
snakes, no doubt you ,have spikes in jrour I ,upon the floor of the cave lay the huge
throat pointing downward, you won't be reptile atone dead and already much iwol-a-

o et It up again. Tljen 1 expect leu 1. don't Juiow.hpw, lorur,lt yras, tor pWrt
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of Its body was twisted Into colls, so I will
only say that It was by far the most enor-
mous snako that I hao ever seen. It is
true that I have heard of such reptiles In
different parts of Africa, but hitherto I
had nlways put them down ns fabulous crea-
tures transformed Into nnd worshiped as
local gods Also this particular specimen
was, 1 presume, of a new variety, since,
according to Ragnall, It both struck llko the
cobrn or tho adder nnd crushed like the

It Is possible, however,
that he was mistaken on this point; I do
not know, since I had no time, or, Indeed,
Inclination, to examine its bead for the
poison fangs, and when next I passed that
way It was gone.

I shall never forget the stench of that
cave It was horrible, which Is not to be
wondered nt seeing that probably this crea-
ture bad dwelt there for centuries, since
they large snakes are said to bo as long-live- d

as tortoises, and, being sacred, of
course, It hnd never lacked for food. Kery-wber- e

lay piles of oast bones, among one
of which I noticed fragments of a human
skull, perhaps thnt of poor Savage. Also
the projecting rocks. In the place wero cov-
ered with great pieces of snake skin, doubt-
less rubbed off bv the reptllo when once a
year It changed Its coat.

For a while we gazed at the loathsome
and still glittering creatuie. then pushed
on fearful lest we should stumble upon more
of its kind. I suppose that It must have
been solltnry, a kind of serpent rogue, ns
Jan.i was nn elephant rogue, for we met
none, and, If the Information which I ob-
tained afterward may be believed, there
was no species at all resembling It In the
country. What Its origin may havo been
I never learned. All that the Kendah could
or would say about It was that It had lived
in this hole from the beginning, and that
Black Kendah prisoners, or malefactors,
were sometimes given to It to kill, as White
Kendah prisoners were given to Jana.

Tho cave itself proved to be not very
long, perhaps one hundred and fifty feet, no
more. It was not nn artificial but a natural
hollow In the lava rock, which I suppose
had once been blown through It by an out-
burst of steam. Toward tho further end
It narrowed so much that I began to fear
there might be no exit. In this I was
mistaken, however, for at Its termination
wo found a hole Just large enough for a
man to walk In upright nnd so difficult to
climb through thnt it became clear to us
that certainly this was not the path by
which tho White Kendah approached their
sanctuary.

Scrambling out of this' aperture with
thankfulness, wo found ourselves upon the
slope of a kind of huge ditch of lava which
ran first downward for about eighty paces,
then up agajn to tho base of the grnt cone
of the Inner mountain, which was covered
w.th denso forest.

Wo climbed down to tho bottom of the
ditch that from Its general appearance
might have been dug out by somo giant lace
as a protection to their stronghold, nnd up
Its further side to whero the forest began on
deep nnd fertile soil. Why there should
havo been rich earth here nnd none In the
ditch Is more than wo could guess, but per-
haps the presence of springs of water In
this part of the mount may havo been a
cause. At any rate It was so.

(CONTINUED TOMORROW)
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